


Y ~wh=\\ = 











Third Series.] DECEMBER, 1862. Vol. I—No. 12, 








SERMON XXIITI.* 


BY ALEXANDER T. M‘GILL, D.D., 


PRINCETON, NEW-JERSEY. 





LIFE BY FAITH. 
“Trg just shall live by his faith..—HaBakKuK 2: 4. 


THis was a favorite text with the most gifted and successful 
preacher that Jesus Christ ever commissioned—Paul the Apostle. 
Three of his comments upon it have been recognized as the word 
of God itself, being recorded by the pen of his Spirit: one to the 
Romans, another to the Galatians, a third to the Hebrews. To 
the Romans he preaches it, when the prospect of shame and per- 
secution among them for the cross of Christ cails forth a declara- 
tion of Christian courage: ‘Iam not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith ; 


* A sermon preached before the Synod of New-Jersey, at the opening of the sessions 
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i 
q 
q 
f 


854 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” To the Galatians he 
preaches it as part of his conclusive argument for the doctrine of 
justification by faith: “ But that no man is justified by the law in 
the sight of God, it is evident; for the just shall live by faith.” 
To the Hebrews he preaches it, when he exhorts them to patience 
and continuance through a great fight of afflictions: “For yet a 
little while, and he that shall come will come and will not tarry. 
Now the just shall live by faith ; but if any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Thus you see, how wide a 
scope we are warranted to take with this text, by the example of 
divine interpretation itself. 

In the connection before us, the original place of its occurrence 
in Scripture, we discern a shade of meaning still different from 
any instance of its quotation in the Bible; and that is, in view of 
approaching trials of an extraordinary kind, we should live in a 
peculiar and eminent degree by the exercise of faith. A frightful 
vision of national calamity, an impending invasion of the Chal- 
deans, with all its desolating horrors, filled the imagination of the 
prophet; and like every considerate and godly man, he is con- 
cerned to know what are his own sins and his own responsibili- 
ties; what may be his own duty, then and now, in the midst of 
that trouble, and in the prospect of it: verse 1st: “I will stand 
upon my watch, to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall 
answer when I am reproved.” In answer from the Lord, he is 
directed, first, to make a faithful record for the benefit of others, 
“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it.” Next, to have patience with the develop- 
ments of Providence concerning the trouble and the deliverance 
—‘‘ though it tarry, wait for it, etc.,” (verse 3.) Then it is declared 
that humility is the only upright attitude of soul, in such circum- 
stances ; and contrasted with the proud impatience which can not 
wait for God, in his appointed time, is the meek reliance of the 
just man — “but the just shall live by his faith.” Faith, as the 
Apostle Paul would gloss it, which embraces the true Messiah and 
his righteousness, as the ark of safety through all extremities of 
trial and danger — faith, which holds with invulnerable hand the 
promises of Almighty God, that are all yea and amen in him —is 
the secret of a just man’s perseverance through all calamities, and 
triumph over all catastrophes, 

However diversified the uses of the text, there is always one 
subject—life by faith: and all the varieties of its application may 
be grouped with sufficient unity in this two-fold aspect of the sub- 
ject: Life by faith in ordinary circumstances, and life by faith in 
circumstances of extraordinary trial. 

I. Ordinarily, the just man lives by faith. First. As it is the 
first act of that new spiritual life, which the Holy Ghost produces 
in the soul. It is that coming to Christ which the Scriptures 
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make anterior to every other gift or exercise of grace. Repent- 
ance, in the widest acceptation, turning unto God, includes faith as 
one essential element. But repentance, in the restricted sense, of 
sorrow for sin, resolution, and amendment, follows the eye, the 
step, the hand of faith. “They shall look on me whom they have 

ierced, and mourn.” The repentance which precedes true faith 
is but legal, but the agitations of enmity in bonds, throes, and 
convulsions, which, but for the preventing grace of God, would 
naturally cry out, at length: “ Torment me not, thou Son of David.” 
God is pleased with true repentance, as the whole tenor of his 
word evinces. But “without faith it is impossible to please him.” 
Therefore, if either of these graces may be said to precede the 
other in the order of nature, and the one is simply indispensable, 
and the other instantly pleasing, the former is foremost in the 
movement of renovated life. We persuade the sinner to repent- 
ance by the word: of God, as it contains the law and the Gospel ; 
enlightening his darkness, alarming his fears, exciting his soul 
with alternate threatening and promise, to adventure on the mercy 
and truth of Jesus. But all this implies, of course, that he be- 
lieves the word. And thus from many a point of view, it appears 
that the first living act of a determination to be saved is that of 
believing. 

Second. We live by faith, as it apprehends the plea by which the 
condemnation of death is set aside, or as it is a justifying instru- 
ment. We are said to live by that instrumentality which delivers 
us and shields us from the operation of death. “If by one man’s 
offense death reigned by one, much more they which receive 
abundance of grace, and the gift of righteousness shall reign in 
life by one Jesus Christ.” The hand therefore which receives this 
gift of righteousness that comes on us for justification unto life is 
the implement by which a just man lives. And hence the best 
reason for his denomination “ just”—one whom God has justified 
on account of the righteousness of Christ, imputed and made just 
by the cleansing efficacy of atoning blood, sprinkled on his con- 
ssience by the Holy Ghost, with that abundance of grace com- 
municated, which is comprehended in the phrase “eternal life.” 
Along with the ground of justjfication, is all the grace of sanctifi- 
cation received by the same hand of faith, in both of which we are 
said to live by faith, and not upon it. This, in the economy of 
spiritual life, would be absurd, as for the body, in natural life, to 
be subsisted on the hand, instead of the aliment appropriated by 
that member as an instrument. 

Third. We live by faith, as it unites the soul in mystical union 
with the Head, in whom there is all the fullness of life — “ Christ, 
who is our life.” The articulated member of a glorious body, the 
engrafted branch of a living olive or vine, the cemented stone of a 
building, fitly framed and well compacted—under many a simili- 
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tude of striking analogy, and yet inadequate expression, the just 
man is identified with the Source of all life by the faith which ap- 
prehends a justifiying righteousness. No matter where we place 
the mystery of this incorporation as to the order of time, there is 
conscious vitality and true manifestation only in the actual exer- 
cise of faith. 

Fourth. We live by faith, as it is in the range of its appropriation 
the highest and best condition of life. It furnishes the soul with 
all that makes life valuable and happy. The promises on which 
it feeds are a continual feast. There is a substance given by it to 
every thing we hope for. There is a realization in its credit as it 
looks to the veracity, and faithfulness, and wisdom, and power of 
God which makes any one, in any circumstances, that the world 
would think no life at all, exclaim with the Apostle: ‘I am full 
—I have all and abound.” Life is never stagnant, never destitute, 
when we have a future to live for. Even the days of our vanity 
in youth are counted the happiest days of lifetime, because they 
are both dependent and expectant; depending, without corrosive 
care, on a father’s provision, and expecting a greater compass of 
joy in the years of manly fruition. So, and much more, faith 
makes life a perpetual youth of joyous recumbency on a Father’s 
care of us and plans for us, and buoyant forecast of “an inherit- 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, which passeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for us.” 

Fifth. We live by faith, as it is a principle essentially indicative 
of life, active, operative, and fruitful. It works. ‘“ Faith, without 
works, is dead.” Apprehending for its own, such a robe as the 
imputed righteousness of Christ, it will ever appear “ exalted” in 
it, and adorned with it, ‘even asa bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with jewels.” It must 
combine in the tissue of its own life all the vitalities and activities 
to which the Scriptures any where attribute our salvation. Some- 
times this will be ascribed to benevolence: “Come ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, for I was an 
hungered and ye gave me, etc.” Sometimes to hope: “ We are 
saved by hope.” And sometimes to believing: “ He that believeth 
shall be saved.” Now, to which of these three does our salvation 
really belong — love, or hope, or faith? It is evident, not to one 
of them alone, but to all of them together. Faith is first, indeed, 
but it is the train which fills the temple —the fruits of the Spirit 
in blended beauty, which make us “all glorious within, and ac- 
cepted in the Beloved.” We must ever try ourselves by this 
touchstone of genuine life. There is far less danger in that one- 
sided piety, which works for salvation with fear and trembling, 
than that other one-sided piety which would believe it out, with 
barrenness of speculation in the soul; attempting eternal life at 
our ease, by the magic of resorting with sound but heartless 
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thought to the grace of a living Saviour. How many perish be- 
hind the batteries they build, to level human merit in the dust! 
How many, on the credit of their faith, indulge once more in sin 
—a little one—extenuated by every circumstance, and atoned for 
at any rate by the secret salvo, that they have a ready recourse at 
any time to the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all 
sin, thus magnifying the virtue of his cross, and the riches of his 
grace, only to make the precious fountain of the Saviour’s blood a 
laver of convenience for the filthy washing of lust and sloth! 
Show us your faith by your works, or you are dead and perishing. 

II. Such being the constitution and economy of a just man’s 
faith in ordinary circumstances, let us now see how it survives in 
circumstances of extraordinary trial. 

First. The first of these to be considered is, that which oppressed 
the mind of the prophet, when this text was uttered —calamity ; 
that which ale the bounds of ordinary affliction. The word 
of the Lord, by the mouth of Ezekiel, defines it as “a sword —a 
sword sharpened and also furbished; it is sharpened to make a 
sore slaughter, it is furbished that it may glitter; terrors by rea- 
son of the sword shall be upon my people; smite, therefore, upon 
thy thigh. Because it is a trial, th what if the sword contemn 
even the rod ?”—the rod being the emblem of ordinary affliction. 
It is a time when the righteous and the wicked are involved ina 
common tribulation; when the scourge slayeth suddenly, and He 
who dispenses all events will “laugh at the trial of the innocent” 
—rejoicing in the power of his own arm to chastise a sinful nation, 
ane the faith of his own followers to outlast the sorest vials of his 

ury. 

War and famine, pestilence and earthquake, early conspired to 
impeach the objective faith of Christianity, and occasioned, on the 
part of its defenses, the best achievements of literature among 
the Fathers. But the refutation of pagan infidelity has never 
sufficed to deliver the grace of faith from all confusion and per- 
piexity, when God arises to “shake terribly the earth, and bathe 

is sword in heaven.” It is still hard to explain why one event 
happeneth to all, when a particular providence has in charge the 
safety of God’s own children; harder to explain why the increase 
of his seed, as pillars of the land and salt of the earth, does not 
preserve its foundations from being destroyed; and, upon the 
other hand, why the ship of the commonweal is actually driven 
with the tempest, and dashed by the billows, for the sake of 
Christians themselves, that, like Jonah, may be asleep in their 
unfaithful departure from God. 

And there was never, since the world began, a problem for our 
faith to solve, so hard as that which tries American believers at 
this time. We trusted that this model and mighty republic had 
been it, which should have redeemed the world from the curse of 
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despotic rule, and the turbulence of incessant revolution. We 
trusted that a mission of millennial glory had been the reserve for 
which the bright evangelization of this continent was long prepar- 
ing, and that the tie of the nation’ssheart with British nationality, in 
its aims of enlightened faith and freedom for the whole race, which 
had just been restored, was the very league that God’s anointed 
would ordain to guarantee the world’s salvation. But, alas! how 
suddenly and horridly has all this hope and trust been dashed to 
pieces! The most peaceful realm beneath the sun has become al- 
ready the most bloody battle-ground on the face of the earth. 
And Edomitish envy, aristocracy, and greed, all at once forget the 
league they courted, and cry out against the hated republic: ‘‘ Raze 
it, raze it, even to the foundation thereof.” Hostile camps, which 
frown defiance at each other with such a bitter hate, that scarcely 
a sentinel can live between them, are hostile prayer-meetings also; 
and the Lord of Hosts himself is held by a wrestling faith, which 
seems strong enough on each side to remove mountains. Faith 


against faith fights, as if even Christ were divided, and the ele- ° 


ments of this fratricidal strife would go up to mingle in the censer 
which burns in the most holy place of the highest heavens. 

How can faith live through this deadly duel? How escape the 
ruin of a house divided against itself? Or persevere, when all the 
promises on which it lives and feeds are made themselves a com- 
mon object of rapine and plunder? 

Hard as the problem may be to reason, there is no great diffi- 
culty to the exercise of faith ; it never claims that prayer must be 
answered in the very form, and at the very time, the anguish of 
the heart may dictate, and feels that prayer is well requited, when 
faith alone is strengthened, and some other boon of visible or in- 
visible mercy is given, as much better for our best welfare, as 
God’s wisdom is greater than ours. Blind and bewildered as we 
are, in all the calculations of sense, there is chart enough in the 
volume of inspired and uninspired history, to guide us in believ- 
ing. “Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Ben- 
jamin my brother?” said the weeping multitude of the children 
of Israel, when they asked counsel of the Lord, after having lost 
twenty-two thousand men before the gates of Gibeah, notwith- 
standing all their own overwhelming advantages. “ And the 
Lord said, Go up against him.” Faith obeyed; and was again de- 
feated, with the loss of eighteen thousand men, who all drew the 
sword. Again they came to the oracle of God, with weeping and 
fasting, burnt offering and peace offering, and said: “Shall I yet 
go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or 
shall I cease ?” “ And the Lord said, Go up, for to-morrow I will 
deliver them into thy hand.” 

Such was the agony of faith in that great civil war, which deso- 
lated the Hebrew commonwealth in the morning of its greatness. 
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Such the piety and persistency of its life, until a peace was con- 

uered by the extermination, almost, of one tribe in Israel: yet 
the beauties of Old Testament religion follow that war with a 
brighter effulgence than ever; as the spirit of inspiration has given 
its pages to our faith. We have Ruth, and Samuel, and David, in 
quick succession, we have the magnanimity of all the tribes, effac- 
ing the rancor of Benjamin, by taking the first of their kings from - 
this diminished tribe; and excepting the sin of asking for aking at 
all, we have all the lustre of that theocratic empire in the sequel ; 
its consolidation, its renown, its greatest benefit and blessing to 
the nations of the earth. 

History hardly affords us another parallel so near to our condi- 
tion; unless it was when the Puritans under Cromwell, and the 
Presbyterians of Scotland were marshaled against each other, and 
each camp was like a Bethel, for praying and preaching. Terrible 
tribulation followed that quarrel, at the restoration of Charles the 
Second, which it speedily accomplished ; and both parties were pun- 
ished, until the whole theater of their unnatural and unseemly 
feud became a threshing-floor, on which almighty wrath seemed 
intent on crushing liberty, religion, and morals in a common de- 
struction, But at length “an handful of corn,” thrust out in the 
extremities of persecuting violence, and trampled in the ground by 
Claverhouse and his dragoons, came up to “ shake like Lebanon,” 
giving to Great Britain the principles of her best revolution, and 
to America the seed of ours, and to the world arich inheritance of 
regulated freedom. 

As a believer in Christ, I can not despair of my country. I can 
not see why we should be slow of heart to believe that this baleful 
distress which fills us with so much grief and dismay, is only an- 

_other agony upon the threshing-floor, in which pestilent theories of 
civil government shall be crushed out forever, and pestilent evils 
of social and domestic life shall be uprooted safely, or girdled till 
they die; and a new growth, of deeper root, and loftier hight, and 
wider shade, shall be the future of our chastened life as a nation. 

However this may be, faith has enough on hand, without a 
moment for speculation, to engage the intense activity of this hea- 
venly grace. Like Noah, when warned of God and moved with 
fear, the just man will be employed in preparing an ark for the 
saving of himself and his house. Instead of returning to the 
world at each interval of relief and hope, with eager and animated 
chase of its gains or its honors, he will by all means make sure of 
the “ covenant,” and hide himself only there, and take his children 
there, and see that it is repaired and finished as God has directed. 
To this ark he will gather all the institutions of God, which are 
the only hope of our land. He will no morg allow the cause of 
Missions at home or abroad, the .cause of Education, or that of a 
sanctifying Literature to perish, or be imperiled in this “ over- 
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flowing scourge,” than Noah would have left one or all of his sons to 
perish with the world of the ungodly. He will search out his own 
sins, and those of his house, and those of his church, that more 
than any others, endanger the nation in which she is embosomed ; 
and provoke the Mediator in his kingdom, to join his eyes of fire, 
with the ministers of destroying providence, to scourge the Church 
and the world together. Luke-warmness, the loathsome sin of 
Laodicea; contentment with outward order and immunity from 
scandal, the sin of Sardis; want of love among ourselves, and love 
of the world, strong enough to efface the distinction of God’s own 
people, and to invade even the pulpit with its maxims and policy— 
these the man of faith will mortify, as the tempest of judgment 
approaches. 

Second. Another trial is that of reproach for the faithful mainten- 
ance of truth and holiness. This is one, however, which is ordi- 
nary, instead of extraordinary, just as often as the spirit of heroic 
consecration dares to rise above the level of an average conform- 
ity, or pass beyond the circle of common expedients, in aggression 
upon darkness and sin; or stand like ‘a brazen wall” and “a de- 
fensed city,” against the rage of prejudice and passion in times of 
excitement. Times like the present are full of peril to any form 
of uncompromising Christianity. Unregenerated nature, always, 
when stirred to its lowest depths by the pressure of public woe, 
rages against the barriers of a pure faith ; in proportion as it stands 
up to witness for God, when his hand is stretched out, in contro- 
versy with men. And we, of “this sect which is everywhere spo- 
ken against,” may look for obloquy to come in the tumults of pub- 
lic disorder—for the bigot and the Jatitudinarian, the skeptic and 
the fanatic, the voluptuary and the demagogue, to say to each 
other, ‘a confederacy” — as often as the standard of this camp 
goes forward among the tribes of Israel. 

Faith, in such a trial as this, probably the hardest of all, to the 
fortitude of its heavenly temper, will seek above all things to ex- 
perience the power, sweetness, and consolation of every thing in 
our profession, for which we are denounced or derided ; will wake 
into life and beauty every hated feature of our testimony, and 
without plan or apology, concealment or accommodation, fix an 
eye on the authority of Jesus, and his example ; “ who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross and despised the shame.” 
We have seen already, how it was to the Hebrews, when they were 
‘a gazing-stock, both by reproaches and afflictions,” that the great 
Apostle administered the text, where he tells them, they “ have 
need of patience,” and exhorts them: “Cast not away therefore 

our confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.” (He- 
rew 10. . 

Third Another trial is the return of infidelity—extraordinary, in 

that no completeness of defeat can prevent its returning invasion. 
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_ It is the only thing under heaven that never dies out, beneath the 
light of demonstration against it—even boasting itself as “the 
Nemesis of faith ;” and being born of night, will indeed ever seek to 
reverse the day with its shadow ; even when “ the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold as the light of seven days.” It is sure to watch its -- 
portunity, in times of public disorder, when religion fails to sub- 
due the passions of men, and providence appears to disappoint the 
faith of the just; in order to unsettle hope and confidence in God, 
because his ways are not our ways. It exchanges persecution, and 
ridicule, and learned seclusion, and rhetorical flourish, and philo- 
sophical doubt, forms which have all in turn been exhausted; and 
now becomes T'ractarian to the masses, courting the enthusiasm of 
ignorance, as it streams through the workshops, the camps, and 
the trains of foreign immigration. 

We may have to meet it in terrific forms—true as it is to noth- 
ing, but the venom with which it began the assault on ‘this Gali- 
lean.” We must meet it in these new forms of activity and ag- 
gression, Faith, in this trial, goes on with her march of intellect, 
her work of education, lifting higher its standard, and keeping her 
sons in the van of all human learning, and at the same time, with 
equal concern, she will repair that old redoubt of bluff and simple 
piety, from which the most unlettered of men may exclaim, ‘‘ One 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see” — and the most 
learned repeat, ‘ Let God be true and every man a liar.” Child- 
like faith isa giant, more than a giant; it has asling and a stone, 
— which every giant must fall, to be dispatched by his own 
sword. 

Fourth. Another trial is apostasy—extraordinary, because it has 
been ordinary so long and so immovably. Like infidelity, it is 
always on the alert, in times of confusion and trouble, when the 
foundations of the earth are out of course; the sort of times in 
which it began to erect that vast incorporation, which for many 
centuries has been making merchandise of the souls ofmen. Clos- 
eted with civil power in the councils of the nation, and speeding 
on public errands, as if it were the soul of patriotism itself. Popery 
is the same political religion it has always been, and in nothing so 
unchangeable as its ambition to bestride the state. It has always 
clambered up on the existing temporal power, no matter on what 
side of the question ; the first to chant a Te Deum in Charleston 
when Fort Sumter fell, and the first to rally the masses of New- 
York to avenge that fall. ‘ Popery is dead at heart and living at 
the extremities,” says a great writer of this age. It is living in 
these extremities, with power and policy of sufficient portent to 
make us keep in mind the martyr declaration of Bishop Latimer, 
whose blood was spattered on its fangs: “Once I thought that 
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Popery would never return into England ; but now I find, it was 
not faith, but fancy.” 

Faith sees in the promises of God, a determinate time, when this 
great Babylon will sink, as a mighty millstone in the sea ; and, 
without the help of curious computations on the one hand, or po- 
litical combinations on the other, “ waits for it” — never discour- 
aged, that it tarries so long; and never secure and relaxed when 
this “Man of Sin” appears to droop, as if destined to perish in a 
gradual decrepitude. Rather, the just man’s faith will wait for 
the overthrow of this great apostasy, from the hight of that pros- 
perity which sits a queen, and “ glorifies herself and lives deli- 
ciously” — with instantaneous and astounding interposition of Al- 
mighty God — “her plagues shall come upon her in one day — for 
strong is the Lord God that judgeth her.” ‘Till then, the faith 
which lives, in the exercise of vigilance that never sleeps, and 
efforts that never slacken, will cry out in sympathy with “souls 
beneath the altar” on high —“O Lord! how long?” 

Such is an imperfect view of true faith, in its habits of ordinary 
exercise, and in situations of critical and extraordinary trial. How 
admirable its constitution! How rich its resources, what consola- 
tory evidence does it afford us, that this life of faith is an imper- 
ishable principle ; and that there is in any fainting extremity of its 


- nature, a quenchless vitality, which may be called onto revive 


and “strengthen the things that remain and are ready to die.” It 
is first in order; every other grace in the soul implies the prece- 
dence of this faith, and must be lost — hope herself must give up 
the sure and steadfast anchor, before this inner and ultimate life of 
faith can be destroyed. It is justifying; and stands in the pres- 
ence of God on the ground of a satisfaction, so infinite in value, as 
to guarantee the protection of that very justice which was arrayed 
against us. Justice herself expires, before the just man’s faith will 
die. It is uniting; and lives in mystical incorporation with Christ 
himself, in the fullness of him who is “alive for evermore and hath 
the keys of hell and death.” Sooner may the keys be stolen and 
pulsation cease from the hand which holds them, than the vital 
cord between that glorious Head and the meanest member, to 
whom he gives eternal life, can be dissevered. It is realizing; and 
so diffuses light and breath to all other sensibilities of human life, 
that a visible existence will go out, before a soul of life like this 
expires. It is fruitful; and “ herein is my Father glorified that ye 
bear much fruit.” Sooner than a fruitful faith will die, God would 
relinquish his glory. All its ordinary properties prove, it, is death- 
less — that the just man lives by faith, and lives forever. 

And amidst calamities the most dreadful, it rides above the 
waves in an ark of safety. Amidst reproach and scorn the most 
bitter, it realizes the honor which cometh from God, and despises 
the shame which cometh from man. Amidst infidelity the most 
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virulent, and apostasy the most signal and sear, it overcomes by 
the blood of the Laub and the testimony it holds. All these ex- 
treme hostilities it smiles at with defiance; and when flesh and 
heart would faint and fail, finds in God the strength of our hearts 
and a portion forever. 

Have you such a faith, my brethren? Not in conscious com- 
petency’ now, for every form of diversified trial and firm endur- 
ance —for as your day is, your strength shall be — but in that 
“spirit of your minds,” which takes you always and immediately 
to Jesus? It is time, surely, to know what manner of spirit we 
are of —when the judgments of God are abroad over all this broad 
land. Already it isa Bochim. And God only knows how soon 
every house may be mourning a first-born, and more than a first- 
born. The end may be worse than the beginning. Famine, pes- 
tilence, anarchy, may tread upon the heels of war. Wicked am- 
bition and vile corruption, at the North, may bring upon us fiery 
trials, in the very triumph which crushes out a wicked rebellion 
and a vile Confederacy at the South. And ifnone of these things 
be coming, death is at hand; the Judge is at the door; unchangea- 
ble eternity is near. Oh! let us see to it, that we now live and 
stand fast in the Lord ; so that over us the second death shall have 
no power. ‘ Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when he com- 
eth shall find so doing.” 

Perishing sinners, will not you beg that it may be given you, 
on the behalf of Christ, to believe on his name? Without another 
moment’s delay, will you not plead that God would fulfill in you 
“the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with 

ower”? ‘He that believeth not, shall bedamned.” “ He that 
lieveth on the Son, hath everlasting life; and he that believeth 
= the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
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SERMON XXIV. 


BY REV. ROBERT R. BOOTH, 


PASTOR OF THE MERCER-STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW-YORK. 





MAN’S RUIN AND GOD'S REMEDY. 
‘**O Israel! thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thy help.”—Hosga 13: 9. 


THESE words were prophetic of the great disasters and that 
woful ruin which came upon God’s chosen people, when the 
Assyrian led them into captivity and desolated their land with fire 
and sword. They were spoken in a time of comparative security, 
when the cities of Israel were teeming with inhabitants, and the 
broad harvest-fields were offering their rich reward to the labor of 
the husbandman. The varied successes of the splendid reign of 
Solomon had not been swept away when Hosea prophesied, and 
it was in sight of the stately temple, in the midst of the art 
enterprise and civilization which still abounded, that he foretold 
the days of darkness which were drawing nigh. 

Amid the glitter and promise of that material civilization, God 
had reed and denounced the real tendencies of this rebellious 

ople, and with the certain issues of the future drawn out before 

im, he bade the prophet present the picture of desolated cities, 
a goodly land become a wilderness, a nation driven from their 
homes in exile, or dead upon the field of battle. And to this 
most woful prophecy, he appends the declaration that this ruin 
should be the natural consummation of the nation’s progress, that 
they should be self-destroyed by the simple operation of the prin- 
ciples which they had adopted, and the institutions which they 
had founded. In other words, God herein affirms that the ten- 
dencies of the nation’s life, in spite of their wealth, culture, mar- 
tial prowess and wholesome laws, were all towards a complete and 
remediless destruction, and that all valid hope of protection and 
renewed prosperity was founded upon the interposition of his 
helping hand and saving power. 
here is in this brief address made thus by Jehovah to his 
ancient people, a principle whose significance relates to man and 
his institutions, without regard to the limitations of time or place 
or national advancement. It points out to those who consider its 
real scope and meaning, the actual issues of man’s experiments with 
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the world, and his efforts after progress; and then presents the 
only means of permanent prosperity. It proclaims the solemn 
truth, that as he stands amid the bounties of God’s providence, 
and the natural arrangements of the world, man is continually 
perverting them from their divine intent, and thereby bringing 
ruin upon his highest interests, and that the only remedy for 
his abuse of mercies and disarrangement of established order is 
found in the constant interposition of Jehovah’s arm in the pro- 
cesses of nature, providence, and grace. 

Here is a truth which men need to learn thoroughly and to 
ponder often. It is too much left out of the account or even 
spurned by statesmen, political economists, and historians; but is 
written clearly in the word of God and has been engraved on thie 
monuments of buried nations. I will ask your attention to a dis- 
cussion of this subject. 

The destructive tendency of human progress and the remedy 
supplied by God to counteract the ruin. I will attempt to prove 
that such is the actual and universal tendency, and then to show 
how God is continually restoring what man destroys. 

It is said to be a part of the prescribed ceremonial of the 
Chinese eourt for the great dignitaries of the Empire to appear 
before their sovereign and to offer to him on stated occasions, acts 
of adoration and ascriptions of a divine majesty and glory. Con- 
scious as they are of the inherent falsity and absurdity of this 
adulation, they shower upon him such titles as “ Emperor of the 
Universe, Brother of the Sun, Lord of Heaven,” he meanwhile 
receiving the silly worship with the most undisturbed and serene 
complacency. 

Now there can be scarcely an exaggeration in the remark that 
there is something wondrously akin to this Chinese usage in the 
temper with which many of the present age are wont to glorify its 
institutions, its achievements, and its progress. As if by general 
consent, the nineteenth century has been established upon a throne 
of honor, and around it have gathered the high-priests of science 
and the leaders of opinion, to proclaim its successes and its des- 
tiny. On every side may be heard the praises of the mechanical 
enterprise and the material prosperity which are subduing the 
powers of nature, and making the earth a fairer paradise than the 
Eden in which man began his life. Thisis popularopinion. The 
hymn which the multitude are singing in the ear Eternal is a 
great chant of Hallelujah! for the sails of commerce are spread on 
every sea; for the iron roads are uniting every land; for the pro- 
ducts of the fine and useful arts are multiplying with an unex- 
ampled rapidity upon the earth. It is by means of these inven- 
tions of the mechanic and these enterprises of the capitalist that 
the highest good is to be obtained for man and the golden age is to 
shed its lustre on the world. 
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But, my hearers, it may be shown that the object of all this 
idolatry, is no less a shadow and a deceit than is that crowned and 
jeweled mortal whose life is flowing on to death while his flatter- 
ers are extolling hisimmortality. The age whose intelligence and 
progress are thus exalted, resembles much the idol Dagon which 
the ancient Philistines worshiped, whose fair features and ex- 
tended arms were terminated by the foul proportions of a monster 
of the deep. It were greatly profitable that the real truth con- 
cerning this so-called progress and development of man in the 
successive ages, deal be distinctly understood, and that we 
might realize that in the midst of the works and*wonders of our 
own time the same divine warning is proclaimed to us, as to Israel 
of old: “O Israel! thou hast destroyed thyself!” In proceed- 
ing with our theme I remark: 

First. The natural progress of man in the world is a steady 
lapse towards corruption and destruction. In spite of the arts, 
institutions, and triumphs of civilization, notwithstanding the 
experience of sixty centuries against the accumulated warnings 
which have issued from the lips of far-seeing statesmen and holy 
oe oman and sometimes even of the despots and oppressors who 

ave scourged the nations, it has been true from the beginning, 
and will be true until the end of time, that the natural develop- 
ment of the race is a descent towards misrule, oppression, anarchy 
and ruin. I am well aware that such a proposition opposes many 
of the theories of the age, but it will only be requisite that we 
should turn a few pages in God’s three great volumes, Reason, 
Revelation and History, to make it evident beyond dispute. 

1. Consider the nature of the ideas of civilization and progress 
“as they are held by men, and as they operate in the world. That 
there isa “law of progress,” in relation to man’s material inter- 
ests can not be overlooked, and ought not to be denied. The 
powers of man’s busy intellect are exercised continually upon the 
physical facts and forces which surround him. The great wants 
of his lower life are ever clamorous for satisfaction, and the tastes 
and affections of his rational nature, equally impel him to exer- 
tion. On behalf of these varied needs, man is-a ceaseless worker. 
By his inventions and attainments, he isever seeking to make 
himself a home in the world, and to improve his temporal estate. 
Thus we find it to be true, as it is sung by Tennyson: 


“ That through the ages one increasing purpose runs, 
And the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the suns.” 


Thus there is progress in the art of living, in mechanical inven- 
tions, in the range of the fine arts, and the scope of great enter- 
prises, and in the fellowship of nations. One age profits by the 
mistakes and the successes of those which have preceded it. 
Barbarism merges gradually into civilization—the Gaul of Cesar's 
time becomes the elegant Parisian of the present; the rude Briton 
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whose huge proportions and ferocious aspect were the wonder of 
the dainty citizens of Rome, develops into the shrewd, manly 
Englishman whose arms and enterprise are influencing the world. 
As the centuries roll by, new territories invite the attention, first, 
of the explorer, then of the colonist, and then of the statesman ; 
new facilities for intercourse and traffic are discovered and applied, 
and new avenues of wealth and culture are opened to the multi- 
tude. This is the process of civilization as it advances in the 
world. This is the path of progress along which the race is 
marching. Truly, here are great results, dazzling to the eye, and 
flattering to the pride of man. 

But when this process is surveyed closely, and its real tenden- 
cies are accurately noted, what is it more or better than a recon- 
struction of the tower of Babel in which railroad iron, and tele- 
graphic wires and social comforts are substituted for asphaltic 
brick, and the fine arts for the builder’s lofty plan, but the intent 
of which is equally with that of the ancient enterprise, to exalt 
man upon the earth, and screen him from the scrutiny of God. 
Remove the glittering ornaments from this popular idea of pro- 
gress, and come down to its solid substance, what is there in it but 
a success which is material, a growth which is upon the surface 
only, a nobility which is for the sake of profit and of show? 
Expand it, modify it, or disguise it as you will, the fact remains 
that a process of development which rests upon these ideas, and 
aims at these results, is rotten to the core, and from it there can 
only spring corruption. It is not possible that the mere diffusion 
of intelligence, or the interchange of national products, or the 
hollow courtesies of diplomatic intercourse, or the creation of 
artistic taste and skill, can check the outbursts of human passion, 
or subdue the giant selfishness of man. In this material pros- 
perity we have, then, the real end of progress, so far as it is 
sought by any human institutions, and in this there can not 
be a single element of conservative effect, or a single principle of 
enduring force. It is the progress of enterprises which have no 
intent of philanthropy, of arts which have no moral beauty, 
of principles which have no eternal life. It is born, not of the 
Father, but of the world, and grows not by faith, but by sight 
only. With this explanation of the ideas of progress and civil- 
ization as they are working in the world, let me pass next, 

2. To show how this view is confirmed by the great lessons 
of history. It has been aptly said that “History is philosophy 
teaching by example.” It is thus to history that we must ee to 
find the actual law of progress by which nations and institutions 
are controlled. In the light of its solid facts we may learn 
the real tendencies of that refinement and civilization, of which 
those who see things in the present only, are so prone to boast. I 
would then present this as the emphatic lesson of this great 
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teacher; that every nation which has risen in the world, and at- 
tained to any real greatness, has culminated in such a civilization 
asI have described, and has found therein the elements of its 
decay and ruin. 

The obvious illustrations of this truth, would extend far beyond 
the limits prescribed to this discussion. But our thought turns to 
some of the more prominent. Forty centuries ago, before Rome, 
Athens, or even Troy were founded, the patriarch Abraham went 
from the land of Canaan, down into the valley of the Nile, and 
found there a mighty people. In respect to their knowledge of 
the useful arts and the principles of agriculture, they were com- 
pletely civilized. Their laws were wisely framed, their institu- 
tions reasonably free, and their style of living elegant. All this 
we know from the records of the Scripture, and from the inscrip- 
tions and decorations which remain upon their tombs and temples 
to this day. Here was the splendor of material civilization, and 
now to what has it progressed? Who does not know the sequel 
of that early magnificence and culture. That civilization de- 
veloped into corruption, the strength of Egypt wasted, and her 
institutions went to ruin, until now, the sands of the Libyan 
desert have rolled over the temples of Isis and Osiris, and the 
swords of the Calif, the Mameluke and the Turk have sundered 
the scepter of the Pharaohs. And just this was the progress 
of the great Asian Empires of Assyria, Babylon and Persia. 
Notwithstanding the extent of their dominion, and the glory of 
their achievements, and the wisdom of their rulers, not one could 
resist the subtle forces which dissolved them. And thus also 
were shaken’ and overturned the Republics of Greece, in which 
there were in rich profusion, arts, letters, eloquence, systems of 
philosophy, equitable constitutions, and above all, many great and 
good men who are still the models of the world. 

But most impressively do we discern this truth when we pause 
over the ruins of the great Roman Empire, which Florus, one 
of its own historians, compared to the common life of man—since 
like that it had its period of infancy, of boyhood, of maturity, and 
of old age. Never has the world witnessed such a spectacle of 
solid strength and extended power as was presented by this Em- 

ire in the Augustan age. Throughout the known world the 

oman eagles flew in triumph. The doors of the great temple of 
Janus were closed on account of the universal peace. The 
treasures of every land were poured into the capital over the 
roads of stone which issued thence and reached on to the re- 
motest border. This was the great estate of Rome. Thus she 
sat upon the seven hills and uttered her voices, while the earth 
trembled —and yet within three hundred years this empire was 
divided to protect it from its enemies, the seat of government 
removed to another land, the laws of the senate set aside by the 
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soldiers, and the way prepared for that incursion of barbarians 
which wiped out all the traces of former supremacy. 

There is yet another illustration of this which has just been 
recorded by the historian. In captive India there has grown 
up within a century a splendid empire, rich in all the treasures of 
Oriental art and tropical production. Acquired in the prosecu- 
tion of commercial enterprise, it has been the avowed policy of 
its conquerors to secure its development by means of the 
appliances of science and civilization only. Every thing which 
could conflict with this intent was sedulously excluded, and the 
heathen nations of that great peninsula were guided in that one 
line of progress which results from physical and intellectual cul- 
ture. So strict was the purpose that no other influence should be 
admitted, that in some sections the missionary of the Gospel was 
positively forbidden to prosecute his work, and it is upon record 
that within fifty years a converted Sepoy, of the Brahmin caste, 
was expelled the army for the crime of having embraced the 
Gospel. Thus the great Indian Empire was reared and civilized. 
Now I need not pause to picture to you the fearful fruits of that 
civilization, but will only remark that just where this material 
prosperity was most successfully secured, there the horrors of the 
rebellion were most appalling, and that among the leaders in 
these atrocities were the cultivated heathen whom the govern- 
ment had sought to preserve from the contagion of Christianity 
and to restrain by the influence of English laws. So obvious has 
been the failure of this atheistic experiment, that the London 
Times was constrained to announce that “henceforth India must 
be held for Christianity and true civilization.” 

To these illustrations might be added those suggested by the 
experience of the Ottoman Empire, of the States of Italy, or the 
South-American Republics. But, passing these, we further vindi- 
cate our proposition by 

(8.) A reference to our own land and the influence of our own 
institutions. From the contemplation of every other country and 
all other forms of government, we may return to our own with 
the confidence that here man is most correctly valued, and law is 
most equitably formed, and liberty is most securely guarded. 
Truly we have received a goodly heritage! The fabric of our 
Government was reared upon the pattern which God showed 
to Moses in the Mount. Our institutions were founded in the 
hatred of oppression and the love of right. The broad Atlantic 
rolls between us and the corruptions which have vitiated the older 
nations of the world. Our life is young and fresh. Our children 
have ample facilities for education. Our territory is boundless, 
and land is within the reach of all. We have no state religion, 
Our people do not bend the knee to king or priest. Such are 
we among the nations, with a history every page of which is 
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radiant with the record of our blessings; with a field of action 
on which even a colony of angels might make themselves illustri- 
ous. But now we ask what has been the career of this favored 
nation, what has been the direction of its progress? Has there 
been ‘ascent or descent in the march of empire. It were useless 
to attempt to conceal what lies so boldly on the surface of our life, 
Notwithstanding these matchless institutions, and these prosper- 
ing influences on every hand, the great lesson of history is being 
reaffirmed in our experience. It is true that in our national career 
we have gained in territory and increased in revenue, and ad- 
vanced in culture and refinement, but amid all this the primal 
vigor and integrity of the nation’s life has wasted. Republicanism 
does not check depravity —it can not make a weak man strong, 
or a bad man good. Representative institutions have not lifted 
man one iota nearer God, or renewed in this western world the 
bloom of his Eden life. Nay, look at things as they are among 
us; and question the direction of our national progress if you can. 
Consider the fierce partisanship of politics, the strife of interests 
between different sections of the Union, the corruption of our 
legislators, the apologies for oppression, the insecurity of our 
cities, our eagerness in the pursuit of wealth for its own sake, the 
recklessness of our expenditure, and the fearful increase of crimes 
of darkest hue, and you can not but acknowledge the .general 
tendency towards license and corruption. And when, passing by 
these inherent symptoms, you look at existing facts, how keenly 
do we realize the operation of this law ! 

The dragon’s teeth—sown in false theories of government, 
in recklessness of law, in craving for material prosperity, in dis- 
regard of humanity and justice, and in national forgetfulness of 
God—have sprung up in hosts of armed men who shake the land 
with the thunder of their exterminating strife. Discord rules the 
hour. Uncertainty for the future hangs like a pall upon the 
patriot’s heart. Whichever side we turn, we meet the evil of 
man’s doings and the perils which man has wrought out of God’s 
bounty. This is the spectacle which we present to-day, before 
high heaven, and the nations which behold us. 

It is true that this is the darkest aspect of the picture, but its 
actual existence proves that here as elsewhere there is a suicidal 
tendency in human institutions, however freshly organized, how- 
ever favored in the field on which they work. 

Here, then, we may rest the proof for the proposition that the 
natural development of man is towards the ruin of his best in- 
stitutions. View him in whatsoever circumstances, in old lands 
or in new, in bondage or in freedom, civilized or a barbarian, the 
same sad truth remains, in the family, in the state, and in the 
world; he shows the perverse tendencies of his apostate nature, and 
wanders from the light towards darkness and destruction. 























MAN’S RUIN AND GOD'S REMEDY. 37l 


Beholding this truth, we may use concerning our present age, 
notwithstanding all its advantages and triumphs, the stirring lan- 
guage of Jean Paul: “As yet it is the twelfth hour of night ; 
specters uprear, the dead walk, the living dream. It is only thou, 

ternal Providence, that canst make the day dawn.” ving 
this branch of our subject, we come next to remark 


II. That amid these destructive tendencies there is hope for 
man in the helping hand of God. Briefly we here attempt 
to show that while man is thus progressing towards a social and 
national destruction over the best institutions and through the 
highest civilization, God is continually averting perils, recon- 
structing ruined institutions, and infusing new life into the organ- 
isms which man has corrupted. Of this he gives us an assurance 
in the words of the text: “O Israel! thou hast destroyed thy- 
self; but in me is thy help.” 

Among the vivid creations of the Scandinavian mythology 
there is one which represents Life under the similitude of a Tree. 
Igdrasil, the ash-tree of existence, has its roots deep down in the 
very kingdom of death. At its base sit the three Fates, who 
water these roots from the sacred well, while its trunk mounts 
high towards heaven, and its branches spread into every land. ‘Its 
boughs are the histories of nations. Its rustle is the sound of 
human life, swelling onward from of old. It grows there in spite 
of death below and storms above, the true emblem of man’s life 
and progress, by means of the forces through which God sustains 
him in the midst of moral evil. For God has purposed better 
things for man than man has chosen for himself. Upon the very 
scene of his moral overthrow and ruin, God has decreed a restora- 
tion and a progress which shall be worthy of his interference, and 
shall bring the richest blessings unto man. Out of the very ele- 
ments of death he is evolving a progressive renovation which 
will change the tendencies of the race. It is in accordance with 
this glorious purpose that our world, in spite of its revolutions and 
corruptions, and downward descent, is held unscathed amid the 
other worlds of God, like the bush which burned before the eye 
of Moses in the desert, and yet was not consumed. 

The process by which this is being accomplished is not natural 
as men understand the laws of nature. It is not the work 
of forces which men have set in motion. It is a panes of 
miraculous effect and supremely glorious to the grace of God. 

There is indeed a providential interposition which sometimes 
checks the advance of evil by the array of material elements 
against it, or by striking down the agent of destruction; but in 
these cases we see not progress towards a higher good, but merely 
prevention of impending evil, and beyond these we must look for 
the means of a true development. 

If we look for the formal statement of this divine method we 
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find it only in the word of God. It is by implanting living ideas 
of truth and righteousness; by renewing sinful human hearts in 
the divine likeness, and by —— God to the world ag 
a living presence through his Church and Spirit that man’s ruin is 
turned aside, and God’s gracious plan is urged towards its con- 
summation. 

It is by such an infusion of a divine life into the systems and in- 
stitutions which man has —— and by renewing man, the 
corruptor, in His own image, that God checks the world in its 
descending course and lifts it to a brighter destiny. In the spirit- 
ual influences of the a, lies the help which his word has 
promised, and which his hand affords. We say it confidently, 
Christianity is the one power of real progress in the world. Aside 
from its positive and incidental blessings, there is no advance in 
history, no triumph over evil, no hope of a golden age. By its 
ideal adaptation to man’s wants, and by the test of history and 
experience, it is proven to be endowed with an enduring life and 
a progressive power. Thus says Vericourt, in his History of 
Christian Civilization: “The principles of Christianity have 
originated every progress and every social revolution during 
eighteen hundred years. It has sown the ideas which during 
these centuries have been the springs of human activity; liberty. 
to the enthralled—equality to all—brotherhood of nations—unity 
of man. It must and will level all obstacles. Nature yields to 
its divine laws.” And we may also use concerning it in this re- 
lation, the eloquent language which Dr. Harris has used in 
reference to another of its aspects: “The progress of Christianity 
through the nations has been as traceable as the overflowing of 
the Nile is by the rich deposit and the consequent fertility which 
it leaves behind. Virtue has gone out of it in every age and 
wherever it came. The Roman Empire was rushing to ruin. 
Christianity arrested its descent and broke its fall. Nearly all the 
tribes of Europe were sitting at a feast upon human flesh or im- 
molating human victims to their gods, It called them away from 
the horrid repast and extinguished their unholy fires. The North- 
ern invasion poured a new world of barbarism over Christian 
lands. The spirit of Christianity brooded over the chaotic mass, 
and gave to it the forms of civilized life. It found the servant a 
slave, and broke his chains. It found the poor—the mass of man- 
kind—trampled under foot, and it taught them to stand erect, by 
addressing whatever is divine in their degraded nature. It found 
woman in the dust, and it extended its protecting arm to her 
. weakness, and raised her to the side of man. It found the world 
without a single house of mercy, and it reared hospitals, distrib- 
uted to the poor, and sent out its messengers of mercy unto the 
ends of the earth.” 


This, then, we proclaim to be the great civilizing force by 
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which God helps this fallen world. This is the hand which 
reaches through nature and molds men into a higher life. With 
its grand message, ‘“ Peace on earth and good will to men,” this 
power has begun its progress. It was before all other methods 
and it will outlive all others. The civilization which is material 
only will waste and perish ; the hopes based upon a nation’s wealth 
or culture, or liberal institutions, will be shattered. But the angel 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach to those that are upon 
the earth shall fly on until every land is lightened with his glory, 
and the word shall be heard from the mouth of God, for which 
the weary nations have waited long: “Behold, I make all things 
new.” . 

Thus, my hearers, Christianity civilizes. Christianity leads on 
the enduring march of empire. Christianity saves the world 
from corruption and destruction. There is no progress for man 
aside from its restraining and inspiring influences. Oh! that this 
truth might be engraven on every constitution, and transcribed to 
every patriot’s heart ! 

Then would society be truly civilized—the state be reared on 
the great. principles of righteousness, and the highest welfare of 
the people be secured by a — which should at once, ma- 
terial and spiritual, temporal and eternal. 

And now, as I turn from the general aspects of this subject, 
let me offer a single remark concerning its connection with that 
crisis of our national experience which we are constrained to con- 
template on this day of thanksgiving and praise. 

It is in connection with this view of a divine Providence, over- 
turning man’s designs, counteracting man’s self-wrought ruin, that 
we may draw the rays of hope which give us courage in looking’ 
at the future of our land. For however much we may deplore 
the present trial, we have a calm and fixed assurance that in this 
strife which is still foreed upon us, ours is the cause of justice, of 
humanity, and of the best interests of the human race, It is im- 
possible for honest Christian men to deny themselves the conso- 
lation that the great plan of God is unfolding rapidly before us 
and for our good. In spite of all our faults, it is still true that 
this nation is precious in the sight of God. His Church is planted 
here in purity and power. From the cradle this nation has been 
in covenant with God. Itis the center of those grand ideas of 
law and liberty, and Gospel grace, which he is using to elevate 
the world. And therefore he will purge us from our sins by 
judgments. He will turn and overturn that right may triumph, 
and liberty and law; and so make us one in loftier manhood and 
a grander mission for mankind. 

And, as we review the past year, we can see many striking il- 
lustrations of the great truth which we have aimed to state, in the 
vicissitudes by which it has been accompanied. 

_On the one hand, God has been with us as of old. In our 
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harvest fields, in many of our commercial enterprises, in our 
national institutions, in our sanctuaries, and in our homes, his 
hand has been displayed, full of its wonted blessings. On the 
other hand, we have been a these benefactions to uses 
unworthy and destructive. By our forgetfulness of God; by our 
lack of lofty ea and steady faith, we have deranged the 
order which he has established, and have caused these sweet 
fountains to pour forth bitter streams. As the result, we witness 
a shadow spread over all the land, and hear on every side the 
voices of pain and sorrow. Ina country rent by wild rebellion, 
shaken by fratricidal war, in a wise government imperiled with- 
out cause and with no hope of profit, in thousands slain and tens 
of thousands mourning, we can see how man has been destroying 
in the midst of God’s beneficence. Here is the old tendency under 
a new aspect,»and it presents a spectacle which will astonish and 
confound the world for centuries to come. 

And yet, amid all this, can you not see the helping hand and 
the loving heart of God, still at work amid these ruins, bringing 
good out of the evil? “In me is thy help,” is his cry to those 
who stand looking Sagan at the past or despairingly towards 
the future. By teaching us humility, by bitter discipline, by hal- 
lowing our love for a country which has cost so much, by leading 
us to estimate duty above material comfort, and heroic Christian 
manhood more than ephemeral success, by interposing with his 
omnipotence to shield us from our weak and wicked passions, he 
is displaying his desire to save. 

By such tokens of his good will and generous purpose he is 
calling us to duty to our country and to his righteous cause. 
And who so blind that this does reveal itself to him ? 

To stand firmly for the right, cost what it may ; to sustain every 
where and always the divine authority of government; to turn 
from the insidious partisanship of politics, and study the patriot’s 
duty in the word of God; to humble ourselves under his mighty 
hand, and then rise strong in the Lord to sustain the righteous 
cause; to count no duty painful which leads us in the way of his 
commandments, and no success desirable which withdraws us from 
his smile; to stand in this hour of trial, every where and always, 
true to the God who sustains us, true to the holy religion which 
saves us; true to the government which defends us, true to the 
life-work which is set before us day by day. 

This is our duty, and in this lies our safety and our eternal 
reward. ; 

In view of these things, let us turn to God with a fresh spiritual 
Dee on Ne him for homes, and friends, and all material 

essings—but, most of all, that his loving-kindness is not with- 
drawn from our country or our souls. For the descent of this 
spiritual mercy upon our land, our rulers, our institutions, and our 
sinful hearts, let us humbly and sincerely pray ! 
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For The Prayer-Meeting. 
The Repetition of Sin. 

Ove of the most marked effects of 
sin upon the human soul is the insen- 
sibility which it produces to its own 
evil, That evil is one that pervades 
the entire nature, it deranges it, it 
revolutionizes it, it fills it with jar- 
rings, strifesand anarchy. It sets the 
passions against the reason, and the 
will against the conscience. It throws 
the soul out of its orbit of duty toGod 
and man. It impels it along a devi- 
ous track, a strange forbidden way, 
where sooner or later it must meet 
the catastrophe of its doom. This 
is the necessary result of sin — as in- 
evitable-as its definition, and yet 
how rarely or how imperfectly is it 
noted ! 

Let us suppose an angel that has 
dwelt hitherto unsullied in the pure 
light of heaven, stains his soul by a 
single violation of the law of right. 
He does one deed, speaks one word, 
thinks one thought —and yet but one 
— which he knows to be wrong. Who 
can take the compass, or measure the 
consequences of that single transgres- 
sion? It works necessarily, an entire 
revolution in that angelic nature. It 
affects every element of his being. To 
his moral sense it brings.a kind of 
paralysis, from which it wakes, if at 
all, to the keenest anguish of remorse, 
The consciousness of the crime is in- 
delible. It puts an impassable bar- 
rier between him and the holy bless- 
edness he once enjoyed, It imposes 
a burden which years and ages cannot 
shake off. 

And yet repeated sin hardens the 








soul against the impression of the 
guilt and curse. The evil nature of 
transgression is obscured by subse- 
quent indulgence, No after-sin can 
produce an effect so striking, so start- 
ling, so revolutionary as the first. 
This does a work of desolation which 
all after-sin only amplifies and com- 
pletes. ' 

The first frost of autumn — how 
its deadly chill in a single night blasts 
the whole face of nature, smites down 
its freshness and its verdure, and co- 
vers the face of the earth with the 
pale of death! Wait a few weeks, till 
winter has completed the desolation, 
till the last sign of life or beauty has 
vanished from the landscape, till 
through the leafless forest the winds 
sigh the requiem of the dead year, 
and what is the frost of the night then? 
The ravage is already too complete 
to allow its effect to be susceptible. 
Is it not so with the heart that, under 
the power of the first marked trans- 

ression, felt itself strangely trans- 

ormed? Thenall nature was vocal 
with condemnation. The rustling 
leaf gave back the echoes of a con- 
demning conscience. The lightning 
was a flash from the eye of an angry 
God. But now sin is indulged in, 
is relished, and the soul is hardened 
against the sense of its depravity. 
The work of desolation is too com- 
plete, the moral nature is too thor- 
oughly ravaged, to allow the effect of 
each ane sin to be distinctly vis- 
ible. hen the heart is palsied, the 
expiring spasms of the limbs attract 
but little attention. ; 

How few take note of this dire ef- 
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feat of transgression, the insensibility 
it produces towards its own evil! Sin 
tends to annihilate the moral con- 
sciousness of the soul, to reduce it to 
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waiting and refusing to embraceChrist 
and give up yourselves to him, while 
you hesitate, death may be deciding 
and while you may be saying—“Not 


that state in which it is perfectly in- to-day, Lord Jesus; to-morrow? — 
different to the wright or wrong of death may be saying—* Not to-mor- 


its own acts. It matters not what 
form it takes, whether more or less 
gross, it is a transgression of law, a 
violation of-conscience, every repeti- 
tion of it tends to complete the work 
already begun, till man is reduced as 


row, but to-day ; this night th 
shall be seul ol thee! And ifthe 
should be the case, and you die unre- 
generate, unforgiven, having come to 
years of accountability, having an un- 
derstanding to judge between good 


near as possible to the moral level of and evil, and a conscience to have 


a block or a brute, 

But even at this point he can not 
pause. Depravity is not merely neg- 
ative. It does not merely take away 
holiness; it introduces the elements 
of perversity ; it imposes the charac- 
terofthedemon. Satanic perfection 
is just the complete ignoring of all 
distinction between right and wrong, 
@ readiness, whenever the emergency 
calls for it, to say: “ Evil, be thou 
very good.” 

ow solemn is this thought, that 
while by sin youruin your soul, every 
step in your progress renders you yet 
more insensible to your guilt and dan- 
ger. It is as in the infliction of a 
wound, the first incision stings as it 
strikes through the nerves spread over 
the surface, but as the weapon goes 
deeper, sensation utters no protest, 
you scarcely feel the more fatal inflic- 
tion. Is it not wise then, to pause 
where you are, to hesitate before you 
place yourself beyond the sense of 
your danger, to break off sin by right- 
eousness, and your iniquities by turn- 
ing unto the Lord? Your insensibility 
to the evil of your course, is but the 
earnest of the second death. 


Appeal to Youth. 
Yours is not immortal, though you 
are young now, you may die while 
you are young, and if you are still 


warned you of your danger, and hay- 
ing had faithful counsels and every 
opportunity —if you die in your sins, 
how melancholy is the consequence ! 
When this glowing countenance, 
blooming with youth, now withered 
and decayed, sinks down into all the 
darkness and gloom of the grave, and 
the blackness of darkness and ever- 
lasting fire gathers around you, then 
that warm imaginatjon that once 
painted to itself fairy scenes of future _ 
felicity, will be left to riot in all the 
dreadful conceptions of everlasti 
misery — what it must be to spen 
an eternity of agony! Then the 
memory that might been the 
treasury of divine truth, and stored 
up God’s gracious words, will onl 
recall all that will torment you — all 
your opportunities and advantages, 
and all your own perverse abuse, neg- 
lect and rejection of them all. Oh! 
why must all the flower of youth go 
down to perdition? Why must the 
spring be blasted, and everlasting 
winter wither the soul? Why must 
that which should have been conse- 
crated to Jesus, be forever the subject 
of Divine wrath? and he that might 
have been a rose-bud in the Saviour’s 
crown — his diadem of salvation — 
be a withered weed cast out to ever- 
lasting abhorrence and rejection ? 
— Rey. James Bennezrr, D.D. 








